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Core Funding Review & Confirm
The February Review and Confirm window is now open
until 14 February 2026. 

If your service requires support, additional resources are
available under the Core Funding Documents and Help
and Support sections on the Early Years Hive. Your local
City/County Childcare Committee (CCC) can also help
you complete your Core Funding Application Module. 

Core Funding Financial Reporting Requirements for
2024/25 Programme Year

Any service provider in receipt of a Core Funding grant
during the 2024/25 Programme Year is required to engage
an accountant to submit a full Trial Balance for Year 3 of
Core Funding. 

The portal will open from Friday, 27 February. Supporting
documents are available here.

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C141f29d82d214612690b08de656a3b13%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639059704093681366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XNL8xP0DtVFv%2BzqsdLIs4bcmjOZ1mA3f0%2Bmyll%2FuNYA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Fcorefundingguides%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C141f29d82d214612690b08de656a3b13%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639059704093699321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m4z8utsChr5x7Bx%2FXM1DzTdoa5RMtV08JY%2B2WjJBATM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Fcorefundingguides%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C141f29d82d214612690b08de656a3b13%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639059704093699321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m4z8utsChr5x7Bx%2FXM1DzTdoa5RMtV08JY%2B2WjJBATM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfcrrs.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C23914a56deef43e4904008de6aeb8dd0%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639065757096027898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MoObILEGPunFrNzG0SvLKuoVI6BN88Z1noenSVAnkfc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C23914a56deef43e4904008de6aeb8dd0%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639065757096045868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RDov09mRHOkznmSE9vZ%2BMHE3u2lii1i6Hd2caz3syaY%3D&reserved=0


The Core Funding Quality and Inclusive Practice Plan
(QIPP) Report Template 2025/26 is now open on the
Core Funding Contractual Requirements Reporting
System Portal 

The deadline for completion of the 2025/26 QIPP
Report is Friday, 31 July 2026. 

QIPP Report Template 2025/2026

On 9th February, Norma Foley, Minister for Children,
Disability & Equality, announced the opening of the 2026
Childminding Development Grant. The grant application
window is from Wednesday, 11  February to Wednesday,
15  April 2026.  

th

th

For further information about the Childminding
Development Grant 2026, including the application form,
visit Cavan County Childcare Committee or contact Orla
McKeon at omckeon@cavanccc.ie / (049) 4365856.

Childminding Development 
Grant 2026

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfcrrs.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C23914a56deef43e4904008de6aeb8dd0%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639065757096063287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yC5MvrwoXAJz%2Fqm2m1C8KnzNKJmmEpcryhPbs1YzLCw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfcrrs.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C23914a56deef43e4904008de6aeb8dd0%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639065757096063287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yC5MvrwoXAJz%2Fqm2m1C8KnzNKJmmEpcryhPbs1YzLCw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfcrrs.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C23914a56deef43e4904008de6aeb8dd0%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639065757096063287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yC5MvrwoXAJz%2Fqm2m1C8KnzNKJmmEpcryhPbs1YzLCw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-children-disability-and-equality%2Fpress-releases%2Fminister-norma-foley-launches-the-childminding-development-grants-for-2026%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C23914a56deef43e4904008de6aeb8dd0%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639065757096080393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8Nj04pvoCJc4FDZ5xMQLugMVMsQeelGb8rzPknuU5Fs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-children-disability-and-equality%2Fpress-releases%2Fminister-norma-foley-launches-the-childminding-development-grants-for-2026%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C23914a56deef43e4904008de6aeb8dd0%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639065757096080393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8Nj04pvoCJc4FDZ5xMQLugMVMsQeelGb8rzPknuU5Fs%3D&reserved=0
https://cavanccc.ie/
mailto:omckeon@cavanccc.ie


As the February mid-term approaches, it may be necessary to make the
following changes on your Early Years Hive:

NCS: Service Calendar and Returns
ECCE: Service Calendar
CCSP Saver Programme: Amending Sessions (e.g. a child is moving from
part-time to full-time)

If your service is closed for a full week and at least one of those days is
designated as a subsidised closure, you will be given the option to request a
bridging payment for the closed week(s) on the NCS return one week prior to
the closure. 

It is advised to make any necessary changes as soon as possible to ensure there
are no issues when returns are submitted and payments processed.
More details can be found on Hive in the announcement dated 6  February
2026.

th

NCS, ECCE & CCSP Saver Programme 
February mid-term maintenance

The National Síolta Aistear Initiative, in partnership with the National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and early years educators
working in practice are hosting a national webinar series called: Exploring
and Understanding the Updated Aistear: A National Webinar Series. 

The first webinar of the series will be held online on Tuesday, February 24th
from 7 - 8 30pm. It is open to all early years educators working with babies,
toddlers and young children. This webinar focuses on Bringing Aistear’s
image of the baby, toddler and young child to life in practice. 

Follow this link to sign up and for more information: Webinar 1 – Bringing
Aistear’s image of the baby, toddler and young child to life in practice

Better Start Webinar

https://www.betterstart.ie/training-events/webinar-1-bringing-aistears-image-of-the-baby-toddler-and-young-child-to-life-in-practice/?fbclid=IwY2xjawP8EWRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBHOXhCZFpNZUdIalVKWms5c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq057GZgE6BI9zX0kZxqNGRusg6DxOHM0U04DALcgasj2VjXAFZJj-8M3mRu_aem_YdWnaHYf-9K9VtrINSS0mg
https://www.betterstart.ie/training-events/webinar-1-bringing-aistears-image-of-the-baby-toddler-and-young-child-to-life-in-practice/?fbclid=IwY2xjawP8EWRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBHOXhCZFpNZUdIalVKWms5c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHq057GZgE6BI9zX0kZxqNGRusg6DxOHM0U04DALcgasj2VjXAFZJj-8M3mRu_aem_YdWnaHYf-9K9VtrINSS0mg


Parent & Toddler Group Grants 2026 applications
are open until Friday, 20 February 2026. 

For a Grant Application Form please contact us at 
049 436 5856 or ptig@cavanccc.ie

Parent and Toddler Grants 2026

Do you know anybody who might be interested in setting up a new
service or becoming a childminder? Please pass along these upcoming
sessions: 
Join our online chat to learn all about setting up a Childcare Service or
how to  become a Childminder in your own home.
It's an informal session where we'll break down all the details, answer
your questions, and help you understand how to fill out the paperwork
correctly. 

There are TWO sessions being held:
Tue, 17 Feb 2026, 15:00                          Tue, 17 Feb 2026, 19.00

Do you know anyone interested in becoming a
childminder or Setting up a Childcare Service?

mailto:ptig@cavanccc.ie
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/setting-up-a-childcare-service-or-business-tickets-1982352151649?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/setting-up-a-childcare-service-or-business-tickets-1982352151649?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/setting-up-a-childcare-service-or-business-evening-session-tickets-1982355542792?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/setting-up-a-childcare-service-or-business-evening-session-tickets-1982355542792?aff=oddtdtcreator


Always Children First Training
The Always Children First Foundation training aims to create an
awareness of Child Protection and Welfare issues in the Early Years
sector. The aim of the training is to help participants understand
how to safeguard children and report Child Protection and Welfare
concerns.
This is a six hour programme - this programme is facilitated by
trainers from Cavan CCC in our office
Taking place over TWO evenings, Tues 21  April and Tues 28  April.
Both evenings from 6.30-9.30pm.

st th

You can book here.

Always Children First Training
This training will be held at Happy Days Childcare Facility in Mullagh. It
will be delivered by Cavan CCC. A limited number of places remain
available. It is taking place on 21 February.

The Always Children First Foundation training aims to create an
awareness of Child Protection and Welfare issues in the Early Years
sector. The aim of the training is to help participants understand how to
safeguard children and report Child Protection and Welfare concerns.
This is a six hour programme - this programme is facilitated by trainers
from Cavan CCC.

To book your place click here

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/1982358979070?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-foundation-level-training-tickets-1981997969280?aff=oddtdtcreator


Ireland Reads 2026
Please find attached an invitation to Ireland Reads Day,
which takes place on Saturday, 28 February 2026. 

The First Five Years and School-Age
Childcare Consultation Survey

Minister for Children, Disability and Equality,
Norma Foley, has today launched a new 12-
question online survey for parents, early years
educators, providers and other stakeholders as
part of the National Conversation on Education. 
The survey seeks views on priorities for early
learning and care, school-age childcare and
childminding. The online survey can be
accessed here.

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey123.arcgis.com%2Fshare%2Fd15609aa995240e5a72fdbaace2b1641&data=05%7C02%7Cadmin%40cavanccc.ie%7C23914a56deef43e4904008de6aeb8dd0%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C639065757096260803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oqUEsDvl0CcGWgZYJqDCfHknaRC8oBgl9U48tEMEA6o%3D&reserved=0


We encourage all community childcare services to check out the latest edition of the Cavan
Community ENews. Compiled weekly by Cavan Public Participation Network (PPN), this
newsletter features updates from over 500 local groups, partner agencies, and funders. It’s a
useful resource for staying informed about local initiatives, events, and supports that may
benefit the families you work with.  Click here to view this weeks newsletter.

Cavan Community News

https://www.cavanppn.ie/post/cavan-community-enews-5-12-25
https://www.cavanppn.ie/post/cavan-community-enews-23-5-25
https://www.cavanppn.ie/post/cavan-community-enews-23-5-25
https://www.cavanppn.ie/post/cavan-community-enews-23-5-25
https://www.cavanppn.ie/post/cavan-community-enews-23-5-25
https://www.cavanppn.ie/post/cavan-community-enews-23-5-25
https://www.cavanppn.ie/post/cavan-community-enews-23-5-25
https://www.cavanppn.ie/post/cavan-community-enews-23-5-25
https://www.cavanppn.ie/post/cavan-community-enews-13-2-26


Covid Case Advice 
Please see below links to relevant
information:

Preventing the spread of covid
19 in school or childcare - HSE 

Management of Infectious
Disease in Childcare Facilities
and Other Childcare Settings
(2012)   

General Covid-19 queries:
Contact HSE on 1800 700
700 between 8 am and 8 pm
Monday to Friday and 9 am - 5
pm Saturday and Sunday / HSE
Covid 19 

Don’t forget to follow
us on Facebook to

keep up to date with
everything Childcare

related! 

As usual, if you have
any queries or
questions, please do
not hesitate to
contact us on: 
Tel: 049 436 5856 
Email:
admin@cavanccc.ie 

Regards, Cavan
County Childcare
Committee

Remember you can also send on any
job vacancies you have and anything

else about your service that you
would like us to share to:

admin@cavanccc.ie 

Did you know we
are now on
Instagram? 

Follow us for all
the updates! 

https://www.facebook.com/Cavancountychildcarecommittee
https://www.instagram.com/cavanchildcarecommittee/
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.hse.ie%2Fconditions%2Fcovid19%2Fpreventing-the-spread%2Fchild-returning-to-school-or-childcare%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmary%40cavanccc.ie%7C4da86987c03a4f69d7cc08dc86d1146c%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C638533479815615951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NyHmhiZNsx7JXH6eEZFktOovHHYnM1ZBY3brFp%2FF3vw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.hse.ie%2Fconditions%2Fcovid19%2Fpreventing-the-spread%2Fchild-returning-to-school-or-childcare%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmary%40cavanccc.ie%7C4da86987c03a4f69d7cc08dc86d1146c%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C638533479815615951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NyHmhiZNsx7JXH6eEZFktOovHHYnM1ZBY3brFp%2FF3vw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hpsc.ie%2Fa-z%2Flifestages%2Fchildcare%2FFile%2C13444%2Cen.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmary%40cavanccc.ie%7C4da86987c03a4f69d7cc08dc86d1146c%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C638533479815623257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=keiv0t2FlZAkUJMRh%2B%2BKs%2FP0MBVo4FYHJwTK%2FAI9%2BHU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hpsc.ie%2Fa-z%2Flifestages%2Fchildcare%2FFile%2C13444%2Cen.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmary%40cavanccc.ie%7C4da86987c03a4f69d7cc08dc86d1146c%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C638533479815623257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=keiv0t2FlZAkUJMRh%2B%2BKs%2FP0MBVo4FYHJwTK%2FAI9%2BHU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hpsc.ie%2Fa-z%2Flifestages%2Fchildcare%2FFile%2C13444%2Cen.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmary%40cavanccc.ie%7C4da86987c03a4f69d7cc08dc86d1146c%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C638533479815623257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=keiv0t2FlZAkUJMRh%2B%2BKs%2FP0MBVo4FYHJwTK%2FAI9%2BHU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hpsc.ie%2Fa-z%2Flifestages%2Fchildcare%2FFile%2C13444%2Cen.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmary%40cavanccc.ie%7C4da86987c03a4f69d7cc08dc86d1146c%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C638533479815623257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=keiv0t2FlZAkUJMRh%2B%2BKs%2FP0MBVo4FYHJwTK%2FAI9%2BHU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hpsc.ie%2Fa-z%2Flifestages%2Fchildcare%2FFile%2C13444%2Cen.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmary%40cavanccc.ie%7C4da86987c03a4f69d7cc08dc86d1146c%7C0db48c0b8f61408c9db8a0187b75d62c%7C0%7C0%7C638533479815623257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=keiv0t2FlZAkUJMRh%2B%2BKs%2FP0MBVo4FYHJwTK%2FAI9%2BHU%3D&reserved=0
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